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archs. Later on, these empires were divided
into several smaller empires and kingdoms. Then
the Mughals established an empire of their own.
Even then there were several independent kings
in India. Later on, the Sikhs under Ranjit Singh
and the Marathas under Sivaji founded empires
of their own. Then came the English who estab-
lished an empire in this country. But even to-day
there are many Indian rulers, each governing his
own State. Again, it should not be forgotten that
Indians, even now in British India, enjoy a great
measure of self-government.
It would, however, be interesting to see what
influence the West has had on the East, and what
things we have taken over from the western
stations. The westerners came to India as traders,
but after some years they were able to acquire
political power in India* Of all the western
people who came to India the English proved the
most clever and lucky, for they alone were able
to establish a big empire in this country. This
connection of the West with India has had many
effects, some of which may be described as
material. For instance, the English brought with
than their own system of medicine and their owa
system of sanitation, and these have enabled
Indians to fight diseases. They have opened a
network of canals ail over India thereby making
the cultivation of the land much more easy.
Railways too have been built, and these have oosa-